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CIAO!

Hello everyone! Life at the Bible 

School is going great. Temperatures 

in Scandicci have been in the upper 

90s, so besides being a lit t le hot at 

t imes, I'm doing well. 

The number of COVID cases 

cont inues to remain  relat ively low in 

Tuscany. We st ill have to wear masks 

in stores, on public transportat ion, 

and when the proper distance 

cannot be maintained outdoors. 

Thankfully my teammates, students, 

friends, and I are all healthy and 

doing well. Lately I have been taking 

walks and doing other various 

outdoor act ivit ies with my students. 

I'm very thankful to be able to spend 

t ime with them again. 

(A Scandicci sunset)

ITALIAN CHURCH 
HAPPENINGS

BIBLE LESSONS

KEY DATES                          NOTES 

For the month of May, the church in 

Florence  cont inued having services 

on Zoom.  The second week of June 

we were able to meet in person at 

the building again. We cont inued 

streaming our service online for 

those who are not able to come or 

for people who are not comfortable 

attending in person. In July we had 

our first  pot luck since February. We 

were able to have it  outside and 

safely space ourselves out.  There 

were about 17 members in 

attendance. The fellowship was 

really beneficial and encouraging. 

Throughout the summer we have 

cont inued with online Zoom lessons. 

The school year in Italy normally 

ends around the middle of June 

giving families the opportunity to 

take vacat ion during the months of 

July and August. Some students 

choose to cont inue taking lessons 

during the summer. Others take a 

break and will resume lessons in 

September.  This t ime of year is great 

for planning act ivit ies with students 

outside of lessons. I always look 

forward to the t ime spent with them 

and enjoy the change in rout ine.  

Aug 4 - Liberat ion Day - In 1944 

Scandicci was liberated by Allied 

forces. 

Aug 15 - Ferragosto - Nat ional day of 

vacat ion

September 14 - Fall semester begins

Thank you for taking the t ime to read 

this and for your prayers. I miss you all 

and God bless!

AVAN TI  ITALIA



MORE UPDATES

Excit ing news! I have decided to 

extend my t ime with the Avanti Italia 

program for an addit ional year. This 

December will mark the end of my 

two year commitment and I hope to 

cont inue my work with my students, 

church, and community in the 

coming year. 

My goal is to raise a total of $25,500. 

So far I have raised $8,600 and am 

funded through April 2021. My rent 

and living expenses cost  $2,125 per 

month, about $500 per week, or 

about $70 per day. I invite you to 

help me reach my goal, any amount 

you can give helps. If you are 

interested, you can send a check to 

Cloverdale Church of Christ  3000 E. 

Park Ave, Searcy, AR 72143. Instead 

of writ ing my name on the memo 

line, please indicate in some way, 

with a note, post-it , etc., that the 

check is for Jess Stano?s Avanti Italia 

account. An electronic donat ion can 

also be made on their website 

(https://cloverdale.breezechms.com/ 

give/online) using the tab labeled ?To 

Stano- Italy.? Ideally I would like to 

have all donat ions in by the end of 

November so I can plan accordingly. 

Thank you so much for your 

considerat ion and God bless!

LIFE IN ITALY

PRAYERS

Pray for Italy and the health of 

individuals here, as well as our team.

Pray that  we cont inue to grow in our 

relat ionships w/  our students and our 

studies w/  them cont inue to go well. 

Pray for the directors and that  they 

cont inue to lead this program well. 

Pray for our friends and students as 

they t ravel for vacat ion during the 

month of August .

Top Lef t : July Potluck meal with Florence church

Top Right : Scandiccci hillside on a walk with a student

Bot t om  Lef t : Empty Piazzale Michelangelo

Bot t om  Right : Empty streets in Florence. Because of the pandemic 
tourists in the center of Florence were almost nonexistent. Even the 
locals opted out of their afternoon strolls through the winding 
alleyways. The large number of closed shops and restaurants also 
contributed to the lack of people. During the month of July most 
shops have opened back up and there has been an increase in 
tourism. Although the crowds are still noticeably smaller, it is nice to 
see life in Florence regain a bit of normalcy. 
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