
Thanks, Greg, good morning, church! 
He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Here we are, gathered in an unusual way on this Resurrection Sunday 
after the Passover. And you know what, this may be the Easter most 
like the first resurrection Sunday that we ever experience.  
 
That first Resurrection Sunday was about surprises, and we have a 
couple for you this morning. 
 
First up, I want to welcome, all the way from Italy, Jess Stano to our 
gathering. 
 
Good morning, Jess! 
 

1. Catch us up on what you have been doing since you left St. Louis 
and moved to Italy. (Brief overview of your mission) 

 
2. What have things been like for you and your community this 

year? (brief summary of the situation with Covid-19) 
 

3. What unexpected blessings have you discovered through the 
pandemic? 
 

4. What can we be praying about for you and your ministry? 
 

 
Thank you for jumping on with us, Jess. 
We are going to let you go get back to what you were doing. 
Blessings, dear sister. 
 
Lourene mentioned to me the other day how much she missed singing 
at church. 



She is going to share something with you this morning about that. 
 
Lourene’s reading. 
 
Amen. 
 
And that leads to our second surprise – singing! 
 
The other day Dave deSambourg texted me and said, Bob, we have all 
four parts in our family. And I thought, how cool would it be if they 
sang a song for us. 
 
And here they are! 
 

 
Thanks to all the deSambourgs for sharing that with us. 
 
We are grateful. 
 

 
OK, not a surprise, we are going to have Table and Word today. 
 
Barry Wilson is going to get us started with the reading of the text. 
 
 
 
 
 



Revisiting That First Resurrection Sunday   |||   John 20:19-21

 
 
Jesus is Risen, risen indeed! 
 
God our Father, 
We rejoice that Jesus is alive! 
He was raised from death. 
He lives again. 
He lives today in his new body, the church. 
His resurrection gives us hope beyond the grave. 
We are grateful that our loved ones who have died have hope of the 
resurrection. 
We are grateful that we do not have to fear death. 
For death is not final. 
We have the hope of the resurrection. 
My this time of preaching be a time of worship as we bow before you, 
asking you to speak into our hearts and lives. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, 
AMEN. 
 
 
The story of the resurrection is at the heart of the message we 
proclaim, the truth we live, and the faith we hold dear. 



 
The story as we read it in John 20 begins in a familiar fashion. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the entrance.

John 20:1

 
 
It was the first day of the week (the early church began calling it “The 
Lord’s Day). To this day it is a special day for Christians. 
 
It was early in the morning, so early that it was still dark outside. 
 
Mary Magdalene went to the tomb where Jesus had been buried. 
 
Mary saw the stone had been used to seal the tomb had been removed 
from the entrance.  



So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”

John 20:2

 
 
Mary took off running. 
 
Pretty sure I would have done the same thing. 
 
Scary, not so much in a dead body/ghosty/spooky kind of way, but in a 
they executed Jesus and they may be coming back for the rest of us 
kind of way. 
 
She runs into a couple of other disciples and says, They have taken the 
body of Jesus, we don’t know where they have put him. 
 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first.

John 20:3-4

 



 
The other disciples who Mary had told took off running. 
 
I think there is more than testosterone fueling this all-out run. 
 
Faith. I think faith is fueling it. 
 
The other disciple reached the tomb before Peter. 
 

He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and 
went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying 
there, as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the 
linen.

John 20:5-7

 
 
He bent over, looked in, and saw the strips of linen lying there. 
 
He looked, but he did not go in. 
 
When Peter gets there he goes straight into the tomb. 
 
He saw the strips of linen. 
 
He saw the cloth that had been wrapped around the head of Jesus’s 
corpse. 
 
There were the linen strips. Separately, there was the cloth. 



Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went inside. He saw and believed. (They still did not understand 
from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  Then the 
disciples went back to where they were staying.

John 20:8-10

 
 
The other disciple finally went into the tomb. 
 
He saw and believed. 
 
But though he believed, he still did not understand it all. 
 
APPL – Have you ever found yourself believing, but not understanding 
everything? Don’t ever think because you do not understand everything 
that you are not a real believer! 
 
The disciples left and headed back to where they were staying. 
 



Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb  and saw two angels in white, 
seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 
other at the foot.

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 
where they have put him.”  At this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.

John 20:11-14

 
 
Mary was outside the tomb. 
 
Standing there, crying. Weeping. 
 
When she bent over to get a look, she saw two angels in white. 
 
They were seated where the corpse had been. 
 
One at the head. 
 
The other at the foot. 
 
They angels asked Mary, “Why are you crying?” 
 
Mary says, they have taken Jesus, I don’t know where they put him. 
 
They took him. Don’t know where they put him. 
 
Who was she talking about, do you think? They? 
 



She turned around and saw Jesus, he was standing right there, but she 
didn’t realize it was him. 
 

 
 
Mary begins talking to him, thinking he was a gardener. 
 
Why are you crying, he asks Mary. 
 
Do you take his body?  
 
Tell me where you put him!  
 
I will go get him. 
 
Mary.  He just said, Mary. 
 
She must have recognized his voice. 
 
She turns around and cries out, Teacher! 
 
 



Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’”

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have 
seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things 
to her.

John 20:17-18

 
 
Jesus tells her not to hold on to him, he hasn’t yet ascended to the 
Father. 
 
Jesus tells Mary, a woman, to go tell the brothers. 
 
She goes to them and says, I have seen the Lord! 
 
She told them what Jesus had said. 
 
 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples 
were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

John 20:19-20

 
 



The evening of the first day of the week the disciples were together. 
 
They had the doors locked. They were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
 
Jesus comes into their midst and says, Peace be with you! 
 
And he shows them his hands and side.  
 
ASIDE – I gotta tell you, this is a most interesting detail to me.  
“Check out my hands…look at my side.” 
 
The disciples were overjoyed. 
 
Overjoyed. 
 
 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, 
I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins 
are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

John 20:21-23

 
 
Jesus says it again -- Peace be with you! 
 
The Father sent me. 
 
I am sending you. 



He breathes on them. 
 
Speaks of receiving the Holy Spirit and giving forgiveness. 
 

There’s a lot more to this story –

 Isolation      Confusion      Fear      Waiting

 
 
There’s a lot more to this story than the traditional things we talk 
about. 
 
Things that we are noticing this year…noticing today. 
 
Isolation.  
 
Confusion. 
 
Fear. 
 
Waiting. 
 
This resonates, doesn’t it? 
 
We are isolated. 
 



We are confused. 
 
We are afraid. 
 
We are waiting. 
 
And what message do you think Jesus has for us? 
 
I’m thinking it would be -- Peace be with you! 
 
Some having been saying well let’s have Easter church after all of this is 
over. 
 
I think that may represent a misunderstanding of Easter. 
 
Easter does not leave us with a nice, neat, wrapped up conclusion. 
 
If we want to experience it like those who were there, it leaves us 
disoriented, looking for a new normal. 
 
Can you think of a message we need any more than that? 
 
Peace to those who are isolated and lonely. 
 
Peace to those who are confused. 
 
Peace to those who are afraid. 
 
Peace to you as you wait. 
 
 



Revisiting That First Resurrection Sunday   |||   John 20:19-21

 
 
For the last few years I have been telling you that in the lectionary, 
the systematic Bible reading plan used by many churches, Easter is not 
a day, it is a season. 
 
This story is not over on this first resurrection Sunday, this first day of 
the week. 
 
The story continues. 
 
And we need to linger. To dwell in it. 
 
The story does not end on that morning. 
 
In 40 days, Jesus will ascend. 
 
In 50 days, the Holy Spirit will be poured out and the church will be 
born on the Day of Pentecost. 
 
For the next 50 days…it is Easter.  
 
It is time to dwell on the resurrection. 



 
To ponder it’s significance. 
 
We are going to do just that as we move toward the time of the 
ascension and Pentecost. 
 
It takes time to wrap your mind around something like a dead man 
coming out of his tomb. 
 
He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The idea of worshipping God with a percentage of our income is 
introduced in the Hebrew Bible: before the law, in the law, and in the 
prophets. 



 
So your giving is determined by your income. The more you make the 
more you give not because your sacrifice is greater, but because your 
income is greater.  
 
So it makes sense when Paul writes about giving, that the sacrifice is 
the same even when the amount is different. 
 
When we have an income, we worship God with a percentage of that 
income. The amount of our giving increases or decreases depending on 
our income. And that's important to remember in a time when so many 
have seen their income cease or be reduced. 
 
If your income has decreased, do not feel guilty that you have reduced 
your offering. If your income has stopped, do not feel guilty if your 
giving stops. In such a case there is a time to give and a time to receive. 
 
You may have faithfully and generously worshipped God with your 
offerings, but now be in the position of needing support. Do not feel 
guilty or unworthy. Our giving is based on our income. 
 

 
 
As a reminder, there are four ways to give at Lafayette. 
 



1. Online 
2. Billpay at your bank 
3. US mail 
4. Mail slot in office door 
 
Let's pray. 
 
God our Father, 
We thank you for the gifts we have been given. May we never take for 
granted our income. 
 
Please accept our gifts this week as worship to you. 
 
You are worthy, O God. 
 
We pray on the name of the one who gave all, 
AMEN 
 

 
 
At this time, Kyle Johnson is going to lead us in remembering Jesus in 
the sacred meal, the body and blood of Jesus. 
 
 
 


