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I hope everyone has had a 
great holiday season. Mine 
was full of friends and video 
chats with family and it has 
been a nice break from my 
normal schedule. In a couple 
of weeks I will have been in 
Italy for a year and it all feels 
like it has gone by so quickly 
(especially these last few 
months), but I have enjoyed 
every moment of it all. Since 
the new semester started last 
fall, my life has been a lot 
busier since I took on more 
students and these 
newsletters are the thing that 
got away from me. My goal 
for the new year is to send 

out a newsletter every month and 
to keep you all better updated. In 
this newsletter I will cover the 
months of August through 
December. Enjoy!

Check out Avanti Italia's new 
website at:

 www.avantiitalia.org

Here you can read blog posts, 
learn more about the program, or 
donate to help support the 
program. 

NEW WEBSITE!!

HELLO!



August 15 is a holiday called ferragosto 
where everybody has the day off work and it 
is intended to be a day of rest. Everything is 
closed and if people didn't take vacation 
earlier in the month, they are definitely 
taking it on this day. 

Since we do not have students during the 
month of August, we usually complete 
various projects around the school. This 
August we constructed a playground which 
was generously donated to the school. It 
has been great for students with small 
children. We can invite them over and 
further our relationship with them while 
also getting to know their family.

August is a lovely break from the busyness 
and crowds of the summer, but toward the 
end of the month I started to miss my 
students and the familiar faces I would see 
around Scandicci. I was happy when they 
returned and I was able to spend time with 
them again. 

August is an interesting time in Italy. It is a month of 
rest and most Italians vacation in the mountains or 
on the coasts for the majority of the month. Shops 
are closed, with the exception of grocery stores, 
doctors' offices, etc, which are only open for limited 
hours. This period of vacation is called fierie. It was 
really strange to see cars disappear off the streets 
as people slowly departed leaving parking spaces 
empty and the sidewalks free of the normal 
pedestrian traffic. At times it was difficult to find 
ways to occupy my time as most of my ideas were 
followed by, "wait no they're closed." Fortunately, the 
shops in the center of Florence were still open to 
accommodate the tourists and many afternoons 
and evenings I would peruse the city streets finding 
myself in gardens or areas of the city I hadn't 
explored before. 

Top: A view of the Florence 

Cathedral from the rose garden

Bottom: August sunset in Florence

AUGUST
buongiorno = good morning

buon pomeriggio = good afternoon

buona sera = good evening

buona notte = good night



language school we were each given an 
increase in students. I started teaching 
around 12 classes and had about 15 
students. It was busy at first, but soon I 
grew accustomed to the new, well different, 
work load. A new teacher, Zach, also arrived 
this month and it was fun to get to know 
him. 

This semester we added evening activities, 
such as movie nights, game nights, book 
club, and tea and culture chat where we 
drink tea and discuss interesting areas of 
American culture. These activities gave us 
opportunities to better know our students 
and to continue to build our relationships 
with them.

We also started having a weekly devo at the 
school in English for our students. Many 
students were too busy to come, but some 
of the church members were able to attend 
and it was nice to spend time with them. 

September is a month of transition. Not only here at 
the Bible School, but for the Italians as well. Many 
are returning, some of them quite reluctantly, from 
vacation and getting back into the swing of work 
and a normal schedule. School starts for the kids 
and so do various extracurricular activities. Many 
dance studios, music schools, sports clubs, etc. will 
offer one or two nights to try their activities for free 
before signing up. September is known as the time 
to get life organized again; houses are cleaned, 
schedules are made, think kind of like a spring 
cleaning.

It was also a period of transition for the teachers at 
the school. My coworker, Caleb, and I had roughly 
five to seven classes we were teaching in the spring 
semester because we were enrolled in language 
school as well. Since we no longer have 

Top: jazz band concert

Bottom: Tr ip to Boboli Gardens with 

a fr iend 

SEPTEMBER

Fun Fact : The typical Italian breakfast 
consists of a pastry and espresso. 
Breakfast and coffee in general are 
consumed in a "grab and go" manner. It is 
uncommon to see people linger and 
gently sip their beverages, especially in the 
mornings. 



students are really interested in how 
Americans celebrate Halloween. We would 
talk about it often in lessons and one of our 
movie nights we showed Hocus Pocus. We 
had a really good turn out that night. 

I felt my lessons went really well this month 
and some of my newer students have 
started to open up to me and we were able 
to have more in depth conversations. I 
really enjoy all of the students I have and I 
feel like I am making good progress with 
them. 

I am also really enjoying my time with the 
band. I love talking with everyone and they 
are all so kind and patient with my Italian. 
They are also (jokingly...at least I hope 
haha) planning to find me an Italian 
husband so I can stay with them forever. I 
don't have words to describe how wonderful 
this group is and I'm so thankful to be a part 
of it. 

October is a fun time in Scandicci. In the beginning 
of the month there is a huge fair will all kinds of 
artisanal stalls, food vendors, concerts, art exhibits, 
you name it. The fair spans several plazas and 
fields covering an impressive amount of space. One 
afternoon I took several of my students to the fair 
and we did a vocab lesson with the objects there. 
They really enjoyed that particular lesson. 

Every month the church tries to have a potluck 
meal, or as they call it an agape meal. The meal in 
October I remember as having an especially good 
turn out and I got to spend a lot of quality time with 
the church members. 

Halloween is a fairly new holiday in Italy. Only a 
small amount of children will go trick or treating 
and the houses they stop at are preplanned and the 
owners or shops are told ahead of time. Most of my

Top: Agape meal (potluck) with the church

Bottom: Parade with the band to kick off the 

Scandicci Fair . The arrow is pointing to me in the 

picture. 

OCTOBER
Come stai? = How are you?

Come va? = How's it going?

Sto bene = I am well. 

Sono stanco/a = I am tired



We worked 8 a.m. to sunset with a short 
break for lunch. It was hard work, but I 
really enjoyed spending time with Rosa and 
Felice and helping them with their work. 

Shortly after our return from Puglia we had 
a Thanksgiving dinner for about 80 of our 
students on November 9 (on actual 
Thanksgiving there was scheduling 
conflicts). The preparations took two or 
three weeks and it took two whole days to 
cook that much food, but seeing the 
students' faces light up at the sight of an 
American style turkey  and the wonderful 
conversations and interactions that were 
had made it all worth it. It was fun to share 
American traditions and recipes with our 
students and the students said they had a 
great time. It was a good opportunity to get 
to know the students of other teachers and 
for the students to get to know others who 
attend the school. 

November was an exciting month for me. At the end 
of October and into the first week of November I 
had the opportunity to help Rosa, the Bible school 
cook, and her husband Felice on their olive farm in 
Puglia, a region in southern Italy. Caleb and I had 
our own rooms in Rosa's trullo, a historic type of 
house typical to the region of Puglia; I recommend 
looking up pictures of trulli, they're very cool. Our 
responsibilities included gathering olives from the 
trees with small hand rakes onto tarps, pouring the 
olives on the tarps into buckets which then get 
poured into sacks, and taking the sacks to the car. 
In the mornings we would take the sacks to the 
frantoio (olive press) and also pick up our oil that 
had been pressed earlier in the week. We got to tour 
the olive press as well and it was a great way to 
learn about the culture surrounding olives. 

Top: A 150+ year old olive tree on Rosa and 

Felice's olive farm in Puglia, I taly

Bottom: Thanksgiving dinner party for  our 

students

NOVEMBER
Fun Fact : It is considered bad luck to wish 
someone an early happy birthday. It is also 
bad luck to say, "Good luck with..." They use 
the phrase, "In boca al lupo" which means in 
the mouth of the wolf, to which you reply, 
"Crepi" meaning "die wolf."



The tradition of giving gifts on Christmas is 
actually only a couple decades old. Italians 
around the age of 50 remember when they 
were little they exchanged gifts on January 
6 (La Befana), a holiday that I will speak 
more on in my January newsletter. 

Christmas Eve I had dinner with some of my 
students and it was so generous of them to 
welcome me into their home like that. I had 
several people, students and local friends, 
invite me to Christmas Eve or Christmas 
day lunch  if I didn't have plans. I felt very 
loved during this season. I spent New Year's 
Eve with the same family who hosted me 
Christmas Eve and it was fun to watch the 
New Year's program on T.V., see the 
fireworks outside the apartment windows, 
and be in the presence of wonderful 
company. 

Thank you all for your attention and God 
bless!

 Until January - Jess Stano

The fall semester ended December 13 and the last 
week of classes was filled with fun activities. For 
the English portion of my lessons I showed Frosty 
the Snowman; many Italians were not familiar with 
the movie, nor with Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer. We also had a Christmas cookie and 
caroling event where several students showed up to 
the school to decorate sugar cookies and sing 
English Christmas carols. 

Christmas Day I was invited to Rosa's house to 
spend time with her and her family. I arrived early to 
help her cook. Christmas lunch was a lot of fun and 
her family was so welcoming. After dessert we 
played a game called Tombola (it's similar to Bingo) 
and exchanged gifts. It was a day full of good food 
and company. 

Top: Christmas caroling and cookie decorations 

with students

Bottom: Helping Rosa prepare appetizers for  

Christmas lunch with her family 

DECEMBER
buone feste = happy holidays

buon Natale = Merry Christmas

presepe = nativity scene

babbo Natale = Santa Claus
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