
The Journey from Pacifistic 
Outsider to Accepted Patriot 

By the Churches of Christ



Alexander Campbell

NT is the source for Christian conduct.

“It is not the Christians task to kill and 

destroy but to rescue men from evil.”

“The weapons of our warfare are not 

swords or spears, but reason, truth, and 

persuasion.”



Barton Stone

“Jesus called us to turn the other cheek 
and a nation professing Christianity, yet 

teaching, learning, and practicing the 
arts of war cannot be the Kingdom of 

Christ.”



U.S. Civil War

The country as well as the Restoration churches 

were split on their involvement in the war.

Campbell, Tolbert Fanning, and John McGarvey 

chose to stay out of the war.

Alexander Campbell Jr. and Barton Stone Jr. 

chose to join the fighting.

McGarvey stated that “he would rather be killed for refusing to fight than to fall in 

battle, or to come home victorious with the blood of my brethren on my hands.”



Tolbert Fanning
Not only felt that Christians should avoid 

war, but also believed that they should not 
be involved in politics or even vote.

By voting, you could elect someone that 
sends the country into war.

Felt that we should be about God’s kingdom, 
not an earthly kingdom.



David Lipscomb

The Civil War brought Lipscomb to a 
pacifist position. 

He watched the “disciples of the Prince of 
Peace, with murderous weapons, seek the 

lives of their fellow men.”

After the war, his goal was for the 
Kingdom of Heaven to destroy all earthly 

kingdoms and dominions.



Lipscomb presented two questions that must be 
answered by all Christians

1. Would Jesus join the army of the United States to fight another country, or join 

the army of that country to fight the U.S.?

2. Would Jesus kill and destroy men?



I would as soon risk my chance 
at heaven to die drunk in a 

bawdy house as to die on the 
battlefield, with murder in my 
heart, trying to kill my fellow 

man -

J.D. Tant



Lipscomb’s views

Jesus was about peace, therefore his followers must be about peace.

War exists because of man’s original sin and the personal agendas of politicians.

War is the rich man’s war, but the poor man’s fight.

Since all human governments are corrupt and evil, Christians should not be involved in 

politics or voting.

These views were the predominant view of Churches of Christ until WWI.



The editors of each of the major Church of Christ 

publications encouraged Christians and the United 

States to stay out of World War I.



Christians do need to follow the 

government, but they do not 

need to give of their means to 

buy machine guns in order to 

destroy or kill -

J.C. McQuiddy (editor of the 

Gospel Advocate)



Congress passed the Sedition 
Act of 1918

Speeches and articles of opinion that cast the 

government or the war effort in a negative light are 

now punishable by imprisonment.



The Gospel Advocate encouraged readers to keep 

their message of peace.

To counter this, the government censored the Gospel Advocate from 1917 until the 

end of the War.



Government’s advertising campaign 



Government painted the U.S. as a Christian nation 
battling against an evil Germany.



New view of nation and faith

1. God had chosen and blessed America.

1. America was a Christian civilization, therefore, when soldiers 
died in war, they died the country and for God.

1. Patriotism was now an acceptable religion.



Since Church of Christ journals could not print 
pacifist articles, they opened up to pro-war 

messages.

Every Christian 
should be patriotic -
W.H. Carter

America did not go 

into battle with the 

God of Hosts.

We cannot hope for 
the Millenium until 
the German higher 
criticism is driven 

from the whole 
world. - McQuiddy

Pacifists are sanctimonious fanatics that 

claim their citizenship in heaven. - Austin 

McGary

God made America 
great.





Peace Church Status



Conscientious Objector





One group that held firm through all wars were the “One Cup” churches (non-

Sunday school).

These churches petitioned to be considered Peace churches.



Any hope for pacifism ended with the Pearl Harbor



Pearl Harbor presented one of the greatest challenges to pacifists 
within the Churches of Christ.

This was an attack on U.S. soil (first since War of 1812)

This was now a defensive, justified war.

Since the U.S. was a “Christian” nation, this was an attack on God’s ordained country.

The retaliation is justified for their actions. This same argument was used after 9/11.





Conscientious Objectors

Everyone turned against them -

Government grudgingly accepted them into service after trying 

to talk them out of their stance, ridiculing them, and tried them in 

court.

Other church members berated them - Foy Wallace called them 

“freak specimens of humanity.”

Pacifists did not accept them because they were aiding the war 

effort.








