
 
 
God is faithful. 
God is walking with us through a difficult time. 

• As Psalm 23 says, “Even though I walk through the darkest valley I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me, your rod and your staff 
comfort me.” 

God is faithfully walking with us through this difficult time. 

• One of our families has lost their father. 

• One of our families has lost their daughter and sister. 
In addition, a number of our families have experienced “darkest valley” 
moments this week. 

• I have seen God at work, walking with all of them.  

• I have seen God at work, walking with all of us. 
I believe God has a word for us in our text. 
 
God our Father, 
Thank you for your love. 
Thank you for your mercy. 
Thank you for your grace. 
Thank you for your faithfulness. 
Thank you for walking with us. Even through the darkest valley. 
We love you. 



We trust you. 
Even when we do not understand. 
May this time of preaching be a time of worship. 
When we listen to you, and respond by giving you our lives. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your son; our brother, friend, Lord, and 
Savior, 
AMEN. 
 
 
 

About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John 
and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray.

Luke 9:28

 
 

About eight days after Jesus had predicted his death, he took Peter, 
James, and John with him onto a mountain to pray. 
  



As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning.

Luke 9:29

 
 

And as he was praying, the appearance of his face changed. 
And his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 
 
It was as though his outer layer was peeled back, and they got a 
glimpse of his glory. 
 

Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus. 

Luke 9:30

 
 

In all this glory, two others appear – Moses and Elijah. 
 
Moses and Elijah, two who remind us of God’s communicating his love 
for us through the centuries…  



They spoke about his departure, which he was about to 
bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.

Luke 9:31

 
 

The three of them are talking. 
They are talking about his departure, his Exodus. 
 
Who better to be talking with Jesus about his departure, his exodus, 
than these two, who know a thing or two about exodus, about 
departure. 
 
Moses leading the Exodus of Jews out of Egypt. 
 
Elijah departing in a chariot of fire and a whirlwind. 
 

Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when 
they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two 
men standing with him.

Luke 9:32

 



Peter and his companions were very sleepy. 
 
When they woke up they saw the glory of Jesus and Moses and Elijah 
standing with him. 
 

As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, 
it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did 
not know what he was saying.)

Luke 9:33

 
 

As Moses and Elijah were leaving, Peter said to Jesus – 

• Master 

• It is good for us to be here 

• Let us put up three shelters – one for you, one for Moses, one for 
Elijah 

• In a parenthetical commentary on this scene, Luke adds “He did 
not know what he was saying. 

• Ever been in a situation where you didn’t really know what to say? 
Sometimes just being quiet is better than saying something. 

• In awkward moments, we sometimes say inappropriate things, 
even with the very best of intentions. 

• Blessed are those who learn to sit quietly…in silence. 



• 

While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered 
them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud.

Luke 9:34

 
 

While he was talking, a cloud enveloped them. 
 

• This was frightening. 

• It is frightening to not be able to see what’s right in front of you. 

• Have you ever been in a fog so dense that you couldn’t see right in 
front of you? 

• Have you ever been in a figurative fog so dense that you couldn’t 
see what was right in front of you? 

• Maybe last week? 
 

A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 
whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 

Luke 9:35

 
 



 
They couldn’t see, but they could hear. 

• And perhaps their lack of vision heightened their sense of hearing. 

• This is my son whom I have chosen. Listen to him. 

• Listen to Jesus. 

• Listen. 
 

When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was 
alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not 
tell anyone at that time what they had seen.

Luke 9:36

 
 

And then…Jesus was alone. 

• Moses was gone.  

• Elijah was gone. 

• God who had spoken of his love for people through the law and 
the prophets now calls upon his people to listen to his final word, 
his complete Revelation – Jesus. 

  



Listen

 
 

 
And so today, may we listen to Jesus. 
 

• Listen as Jesus tells us he is the revelation of God. 
What is God like? Look at Jesus.  
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:9 
 

• Listen as Jesus tells us why he came to earth. 
“God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  
John 3:17 
 
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  
John 10:10 
 
o This week we celebrated Ed Alter’s abundant life. 96 years! 
o But we need to understand that “abundant life” is not just 

describing the number of years a person lives, it is describing 
the quality of a person’s life. 

o And so in Mary Joy Uebelein, we can also celebrate an 
abundant life. 



o This 21 year old had much in common with this 96 year old. 
▪ Both loved God. 
▪ Both followed Jesus. 
▪ Both were part of a loving, supportive family. 
▪ Both loved to laugh. 
▪ Both enjoyed life. 
▪ Both were generous in blessing others. 

 
Jesus came that we could have life. Abundant life. 

 

• Listen to Jesus as he invites us to come to him. 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.” Matthew 11:28-29 
 

• Listen to Jesus as he invites us to trust in him. 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they? 27 And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28 And why do 
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if 
God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 
will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 
For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But 



strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 
Matthew 6:25-33 
 

• Listen to Jesus in John 16 and 17… 
o As Jesus tells us that our mourning will turn to joy. 
o As Jesus claims us as his own. 
o As Jesus promises peace that the world doesn’t understand. 
o As Jesus asks the Father to protect us, I might add, in ways 

sometimes, that we do not understand. 
o We are God’s beloved. 

 

• Listen to Jesus as he, in John 9, answers the question – whose 
fault is it that this man was born blind – his fault? His parents’ 
fault?  
o Neither, Jesus said.  
o Stop trying to explain everything and pin blame…look for 

ways to glorify God, even in the worst situations. 
 

• And maybe, while we are listening to what Jesus said, we listen to 
what Jesus didn’t say. 
o In John 11, when Jesus heard that his friend Lazarus had 

died, and saw the pain of the family of Lazarus…we 
remember not so much what he said as we remember what 
he did – 

o John 11:35 – Jesus wept. 
o When we are hurting, we don’t have to try to put a happy 

face on our grief. It’s ok to just weep. 
o And when  we see people hurting, we don’t have to 

awkwardly try to explain it all…it’s ok just to weep. 
 

• And again, we need to listen to Jesus as he repeatedly assure us 
that he is with us. 



o Matthew 18:20 – where 2 or 3 are gathered together to try 
to work out there differences, I am with you 

o John 14 – when I am gone, Jesus tells his disciples, I will not 
leave you as orphans. When I am gone I will send the HS, 
and the HS will continue my presence with you. 

o And the last words of Jesus recorded in Matthew’s gospel – 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” Matthew 28:20 
 
 

 

 
 

Church, we need to listen to Jesus. 
 
May his words remind us who God is. 
May his words remind us of what God wants. 
May his words remind us of how God values us. 
May his words remind us of God’s faithful presence, even when we are 
in a cloud and cannot see what’s right in front of our face. 
 
He will not leave us. 
He will not forsake us. 



 
O God,  
We believe. 
Help our unbelief. 
I the name of Jesus we pray, 
AMEN 
 


