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Names of the Nations in Isaiah 

Dale Lundy 

Over time nations have come and gone, as well as changed names. Particularly in Isaiah this can be 

confusing. This guide will help you as read Isaiah to know what nation he is talking about when he uses a 

particular term. 

Aram, Syria, Damascus 

In early days Syria was known as Aram. Sometimes it was called by the capital city of Damascus.  

Egypt and Cush 

Cush was in what today is Ethiopia, which was along the Nile below Egypt. At one point in 
history, rulers from Cush ruled Egypt, so sometimes Cush means Egypt; other times it means 
Cush. 

Edom, Seir, Esau 

Edom was descended from Jacob’s (Israel’s) brother Esau. The nation is sometimes called Seir 
after its chief mountain range. 

The Northern Kingdom (Israel, Ephraim, Jacob, Samaria) 

Names used for the northern kingdom after the kingdom divided include: 

 Often it was called Israel. 

 Many times it was referred to as Jacob. 

 Often it was called Samaria after its capital city. 

 At other times it was called Ephraim after the predominant tribe. 

Judah, Jerusalem, Israel, and Jacob 

Names used for the southern kingdom after the kingdom divided include: 

 Most often it was called Judah because the tribe of Judah was much larger than the 
tribe of Benjamin 

 At times it was called Israel because it was through the line of kings from David ruled, so 
through them God would carry out his promise. 

 Often it was called Jerusalem after its capital city. 

 Occasionally the word Jacob refers to Judah (though when it is used like this it most 
often refers to all of God’s people, not just the southern kingdom. 

 

God’s People in General 

Often God’s people are referred to in general terms, not specifically the southern or the 
northern kingdom. Names used are: 

 Israel. They are descendants of Jacob, whose name God changed to Israel. 

 Jacob. They are descendants of Jacob. 

 Jeshurun. This name means the beloved one or the upright one. It is used a very few 
times to refer to God’s people, including in Isaiah. 
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Aram. The earlier name for the country of Syria. It is also called Damascus after its capital city. 

Cush. Usually refers to the country south of Egypt that is today Ethiopia. Sometimes refers to Egypt. 

Damascus. A name used for the nation called either Aram or Syria because it is the capital city. 

Edom. The nation is also called Seir after its chief mountain range, or Esau after its ancestor. 

Egypt. The country of Egypt at the mouth of the Nile. 

Ephraim. A name used for the northern kingdom because Ephraim was the predominant tribe. 

Esau. This is used to mean the country of Edom, since the Edomites descended from Esau. Edom is 
also known as Seir from the name of its chief mountain range. 

Israel. This name is used in several different ways depending on the context. 

 The unified nation under the judges, Saul, David, and Solomon. 

 The northern kingdom after the kingdom divided. 

 Judah. 

 The entirety of God’s people (Judah and Ephraim) after the kingdom divided. 

 The entirety of God’s people (Judah and Ephraim) even after the northern kingdom ceased 
to exist. 

Jacob. Usually refers to the northern kingdom since Jacob was the original name of Israel. 
Occasionally refers to Judah as part of the overall people of God. 

Jerusalem. A name used for the southern kingdom because Jerusalem was the capital city. 

Jeshurun. Refers to God’s people, not necessarily to Israel or Judah individually. The name may 
mean either the beloved one or the upright one. This name is rarely used. 

Judah. A name used for the southern kingdom because Judah was the larger of the two tribes. 

Samaria. A name used for the northern kingdom (Israel or Ephraim) because it was the capital city. 

Seir. A name used to refer to Edom because Seir is the chief mountain range in the country. Edom is 
also called Esau after its ancestor. 

Syria. The later name for the country of Aram. It is also called Damascus after its capital city. 

 


