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Part Four 

The City of Chaos and  

the City of God  

(24 - 27) 
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The Two Cities 

• Chapters 13-23 

– About individual 
nations 

– They are under 
judgment 

– Don’t rely on them 

– Illustrated by ten 
groups of nations 
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• Chapters 24-27 

– About God 

– God is in charge 

– Trust Him! 

– Illustrated by two 
cities 
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The City of Chaos 

– 24 – The Overthrow of the City of Chaos 

– 25 – How People Respond to that Overthrow 
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The City of God 

– 26 – The Song of the City of God 

– 27 – A New Song – The Vineyard Restored 
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The City of God 

– 26 – The Song of the City of God 

– 27 – A New Song – The Vineyard Restored 

Cast down, forsaken, destroyed 

Had a song – drunken revelry – which is now silenced 
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The City of God 

– 26 – The Song of the City of God 

– 27 – A New Song – The Vineyard Restored 

Cast down, forsaken, destroyed 

Had a song – drunken revelry – which is now silenced 
 

 

A song of restoration and blessing 

A God who helps the helpless 

A God who redeems the sinful 
 
 



Announcement – 24:1-3 

• “Behold”  or “See”  an announcement is made 

• The earth is the nations he’s been talking about in 
chapters 13-23 
– They cause tears 

– They terrorize the nations 

– They shed blood 

– No wonder they will be laid waste 

• God announces their overthrow 

• God will not exempt or show favoritism 

• The Lord has spoken 
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Reason for the Curse – 24:4-6 

• The earth is defiled by its people. How? 

– Disobeyed the laws 

– Violated the statutes 

– Broken the everlasting covenant 
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Reason for the Curse – 24:4-6 

• The earth is defiled by its people. How? 

– Disobeyed the laws 

– Violated the statutes 

– Broken the everlasting covenant 

• Example: Gen 6:11-12 

– The earth was corrupted and full of violence 

– All the people on earth had corrupted their ways 
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The Earth Defiled – Lev 18 

• Promise to Abraham delayed – why? 
– Iniquity of Amorites has not yet reached its full 

measure – Gen 15:16 

• Lev 18 
– not do what is done… in the land of Canaan (3) 

–  this is how the nations that I am going to drive out 
before you became defiled (26) 

– all these things were done by the people who lived 
in the land before you, and the land became defiled  
(27) 
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Reason for the Curse – 24:4-6 

• The earth is defiled by its people. How? 

– Disobeyed the laws 

– Violated the statutes 

– Broken the everlasting covenant 
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No Song from  
the City of Chaos – 24:7-13 

• What kind of city is this? 

– “The City of Chaos” 

– “The Ruined City” 

– “The Empty City” 

• Harvest time – should be gaiety, merry-
making, enjoyment 

• Was – desolation and ruin 
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From all the Earth – 
A Song of God – 24:14-16a 

• The City of Chaos has no song – 24:7-13 

• The World has a song of God – 24:14-16a 

– From the east 

– From the west 

– From the coastlands 

– From the ends of the earth 
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From all the Earth – 
A Song of God – 24:14-16a 

• The City of Chaos has no song – 24:7-13 
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– From the east 

– From the west 

– From the coastlands 
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Glory to the 
Righteous One! 



The City of Chaos  
Destroyed – 24:16b-20 

• Language of Judgment 

– Not literal but a picture to help us see the point 

– Floodgates not held back as in Noah’s day 

– Earth is broken 

– Earth is split asunder 

– Earth reels like a drunkard 

• It falls never to rise again – not the literal 
planet, but the nations that are being judged 
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The Lord Reigns in Glory – 24:21-23 

• The problems in Isaiah’s Day 

– Nations terrorizing other nations 

– Nations filled with pride and arrogance 

– Judah trusting the nations and ignoring God 

• That day two things will happen 

– The kings of the nations will be punished 

– God will shine so brightly the sun will be ashamed 

• That day is any day God judges the proud and 
shows himself to be the true king! 
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Responding to the Overthrow  
of the City of Chaos – 25:1-12 
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Responding to the Overthrow  
of the City of Chaos – 25:1-12 

• A Song of Thanksgiving – 25:1-5 

– You have done wonderful things! 

– Your plans were formed long ago. 

– You have turned the fortified city into a ruin. 

– You’ve defended the helpless and needy. 

– You’re a refuge from the storm. 

– You’ve silenced the song of the ruthless! 
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Responding to the Overthrow  
of the City of Chaos – 25:1-12 

24 



Banquet of the Nations – 25:6-8 

25 

The question to ask about Isaiah’s vivid pictures – 

What truth is this picture trying to help me see clearly? 
 



Banquet of the Nations – 25:6-8 

• Contrast of two kings 

– Assyrian kings brought death and destruction. 

– God as king brings a banquet by sharing his 
victories! 
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The question to ask about Isaiah’s vivid pictures – 

What truth is this picture trying to help me see clearly? 



Banquet of the Nations – 25:6-8 

• Literally “a feast of fatness” 
– The fat was the best part of the animal 

– The fat was offered to God; priests could eat the 
rest 
• One sin of Eli’s sons was that they ate the animal 

before offering the fat to God, thus saving the best for 
themselves (1 Sam 15:22) 

– A reversed picture – God giving them the fat! 

• When God destroys Assyria, or any nation 
like her, all nations benefit! 
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Banquet of the Nations – 25:6-8 

• The picture 

– A great shroud covering all people on earth 

– Assyria draped a shroud of death over the 
nations 

– Alliance with a major power is a “covenant with 
death” – 28:15 

– When Assyria is destroyed, God has redeemed 
the nations from death (cf. Ezek 37:12-14) 

29 



Banquet of the Nations – 25:6-8 

• The picture 
– Death is swallowed up forever 
– Tears are wiped away 

• The reality the picture shows us 
– Assyria, who was death to the nations, will never rise 

again 
– Assyria brought tears to many faces 
– Once she faces justice we can wipe away tears and 

move on 

• True of any power God must judge 
• A timeless principle used by Paul in 1 Cor 15:54 
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Responding to the Overthrow  
of the City of Chaos – 25:1-12 
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Affirming Our Trust – 25:9-12 

• Affirm trust and rejoice in salvation – 25:9 

• Moab – 25:10-12 

– Continues the idea of chapter 16 

– An example of a nation that had excessive pride 

–  Will be trampled down) 

• This is the song of people who trust God. 
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Song of the City of God – 26:1– 27:1 

• God and the Two Cities – 26:1-6 
– It appears that 

• Jerusalem was a weak city 

• Assyria was a unassailable city. 

– When God gets involved 
• The weak city becomes strong 

• The unassailable city is brought low – 26:1 

– Ramparts not of earth or stone, but of God’s 
salvation – 26:1 

– God is a rock – who tramples down the lofty city 
with the feet of the poor and the oppressed 
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Song of the City of God – 26:1 – 27:1 

• Psalm of Dependence 26:7-19 

– God’s Laws – a level path for the righteous 26:7-
9a 

– God’s Purpose for Judgment – 26:9b-11 

• This is a key verse in understanding Isaiah 
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My soul yearns for you in the night; in the 
morning my spirit longs for you. When your 
judgments come upon the earth, the people of 
the world learn righteousness. – 26:9, NIV 



Song of the City of God – 26:1 – 27:1 

• Psalm of Dependence 26:7-19 

– Israel acknowledges God – 26:12-15 

• Peace comes from God – 26:12 

• Look at 26:14 in its context 
– The subject? – the kings who terrorized them 

– When those kings are judged by God, they won’t be back 

– This is not intended to be a picture of the afterlife 
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Song of the City of God – 26:1 – 27:1 

• Psalm of Dependence 26:7-19 

– Hope for a helpless nation – 26:16-19 

• Israel could not carry out her mission to bless the 
nations as Abraham’s seed 

• She gave birth only to wind – 26:18 

• Other nations will die but Judah will live – 26:14, 19 
– Don’t let the pain of the present time discourage you 

– The dust of death becomes the fresh dew of morning 
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Song of the City of God – 26:1 – 27:1 

• Psalm of Dependence -- 26:7-19 
– The End of Leviathan – 26:20 – 27:1 

• God will give his people a secure place 

– Leviathan 
• Is an animal of some type – Job 40:15; Ps 104:26 

• A symbol of chaos to the people of Canaan 

• God brought order out of chaos (Gen 1:2), i.e. 
metaphorically He defeated Leviathan 

• Leviathan stands here for the City of Chaos, nations 
that are enemies of God 
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The Lord Delivers Judah – 27:2-13 

• The New Song of the Vineyard – 27:2-6 

– Chapter 5 – The Vineyard is torn down 

– Chapter 27 – The Vineyard is protected 

– Now a vineyard of good wine – 27:2 

– Produces a whole earth full of fruit – 27:6 

• That’s what God’s people should be doing 
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The Lord Delivers Judah – 27:2-13 

• Cleansing vs. Destruction – 27:7-11 

– God struck Judah, but not like he struck her 
enemies 

– The purpose was to purge idolatry and bring her 
to forgiveness 
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The Lord Delivers Judah – 27:2-13 

• Cleansing vs. Destruction – 27:7-11 

– God struck Judah, but not like he struck her 
enemies 

– The purpose was to purge idolatry and bring her 
to forgiveness 

• Restoration – 27:12-13 

– The scattered people of God return 

– Now they worship God, not idols 
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Assignment 

Read Isaiah 28 – 31 
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