
Isaiah 
Part Three 

The Nations (13 - 23) 
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Structure of this Section 

• Each section begins with the Hebrew word 
burden (maśśāʾ) 

– Literally means burden 

– Sometimes translated oracle 

– It is used ten times, therefore ten sections 
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The Ten Oracles 
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# Ref Nation 

1 13:1 – 14:27 Babylon and Assyria: God Controls History 

2 14:28-32 Philistia and Zion: Avoid Opportunism 

3 15:1 – 16:14 Moab: Pride before Salvation 

4 17:1 – 18:7 Damascus and Ephraim: The Raging Nations 

5 19:1 – 20:6 Egypt: A Nation It’s Foolish to Trust 

6 21:1-10 Babylon: Fallen images 

7 21:11-12 Dumah and Edom: The Long Night 

8 21:13-17 Arabia: After the Pomp 

9 22:1-25 Judah: Misplaced Priorities 

10 23:1-18 Tyre: Humbling the Proud 



How to Read this Section 

• Look for broad principles 

• Don’t be concerned if some sections are 
difficult to understand 

• Caution – don’t assume every tragedy today 
is God’s judgment or is related to some 
specific issue 

4 



Some Consistent Themes 

• It is foolish for Judah to trust these nations. 

–They are under God’s judgment themselves 

–They are have no ability to help you 

–They cannot be trusted 

• God is in control of history, despite what the 
nations think. 
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Some Consistent Themes 

• God will humble the proud, for He alone 
deserves to be exalted. 

• God loved all nations, not just Israel 

• Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a 
disgrace to any people (Prov 14:34) 

• God gives judgment so people will learn 
righteousness (Is 26:9) 
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How to Read this Section 

• The Song of Isaiah in chapter 12 ended 
section two – but it also introduces this 
section! 

– “Make known among the nations what he has 
done.” – 12:4b (NIV) 

– “Make them remember that his name is exalted” 
– 12:4c (NAU) 

– “He has done glorious things; let this be known 
to all the world” – 12:4d (NIV) 
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Our Focus This Week 

• Prophecies related to 

– Babylon 

– Judah 

– Moab 
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Babylon and Assyria 
God Controls History – 13:1-14:27 

• 13:1-18 Destruction of Babylon 

– Surprisingly does not begin with Assyria, the only 
major superpower 
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God Controls History – 13:1-14:27 

• 13:1-18 Destruction of Babylon 

– 13:1-5 Mustering God’s Army 

• God is in control of history, not the nations 

– 13:6-9 The Day of the Lord 
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• God is in control of history, not the nations 

– 13:6-9 The Day of the Lord 

• The Day of the Lord in the OT is the day that God 
brings judgment. 

• The reason for the Day of the Lord: 
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I will put an end to the arrogance of the 
haughty and humble the pride of the 
ruthless – 13:11 



Babylon and Assyria 
God Controls History – 13:1-14:27 

• 13:1-18 Destruction of Babylon 

– 13:1-5 Mustering God’s Army 

– 13:6-9 The Day of the Lord 

– 13:10-18 Babylon’s World Destroyed 

• Pictures of Judgment in the OT often use apocalyptic 
language 

• Apocalyptic language is not literal, but paints a picture 
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Judgment Language of the Old Testament 

• Based on the fact that creation was good – Gen 

1:31 

– Promised blessing was the re-creation of Eden 

• The wolf lies down with the lamb 

– Promised judgment was rolling back creation 

• Sun and stars no longer shine 

• Sky is rolled up like a scroll 

• Earth trembles 

 

17 



Judgment Language of the Old Testament 

• Based on the fact that creation was good – Gen 

1:31 

– Promised blessing was the re-creation of Eden 

• The wolf lies down with the lamb 

– Promised judgment was rolling back creation 

• Sun and stars no longer shine 

• Sky is rolled up like a scroll 

• Earth trembles 

 

18 



Judgment Language of the Old Testament 

• Based on the fact that creation was good – Gen 

1:31 

– Promised blessing was the re-creation of Eden 

• The wolf lies down with the lamb 

– Promised judgment was rolling back creation 

• Sun and stars no longer shine 

• Sky is rolled up like a scroll 

• Earth trembles 

 

19 



Judgment Language of the OT – 13:10-18 

• Judgment Language on Babylon 

– The stars of the heavens and their constellations 
will not show their light – 13:10 

– The rising sun will be darkened and the moon 
will not give its light – 13:10 

– I will make the heavens tremble and the earth 
will shake from its place – 13:13 

• If these statements were literal, the rest of 
this section couldn’t take place 
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Judgment Language of the OT – 13:10-18 

Question: How does God bring judgment 
against Babylon? 

Answer: The Medes – 10:17 

 

– If the sun literally had ceased to shine, the 
Medes wouldn’t be alive to bother anyone 

– To Babylon it would seem like their world was 
coming unraveled, trembling, falling apart 
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Babylon Destroyed -- 13:19-22 

• The beauty of kingdoms; the glory of the 
Chaldeans’ pride 

• Pride was their major problem 
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Judgment Language of the OT 

• Future judgments are pictured as past 
judgments 
– Like Sodom and Gomorrah 

– Not inhabited or lived in from generation to 
generation 

– Arab will not pitch his tent there nor will shepherds 
make their flocks lie down there 

– Desert animals will inhabit it 

• Again, not literal (though may be) but a picture 
to show the certainty of God’s judgment 
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The King of Babylon Destroyed – 14:1-23 

• 14:1-4a The righteous delivered from Babylon 

• 14:4b-21 The song of deliverance 

– STANZA 1: Relief that the tyrant is gone – 14:4b-8 

– STANZA 2: Surprise this man is mortal – 14:9-11 

– STANZA 3: The king’s shocking fall – 14:12-15 
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The King of Babylon Destroyed – 14:1-23 

• 14:1-4a The righteous delivered from Babylon 
– Figurative language once more 

– Making slaves of other nations means your 
circumstances have changed from defeated to 
victorious 

 

• 14:4b-21 The song of deliverance 
– STANZA 1: Relief that the tyrant is gone – 14:4b-8 

– STANZA 2: Surprise this man is mortal – 14:9-11 

– STANZA 3: The king’s shocking fall – 14:12-15 
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The King’s Fall – 14:12-15 

• The shocking extent of his fall -- 14:12  

– How you have fallen from heaven,  

– O morning star son of the dawn!  

– You have been cast down to the earth,  

– you who once laid low the nations!  
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The King’s Fall – 14:12-15 

• Reason for the fall – his pride – 14:13-14 

• You said in your heart,  

– "I will ascend to heaven;  

– I will raise my throne above the stars of God;  

– I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on 
the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  

– I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;  

– I will make myself like the Most High." 
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The Mount of Assembly – 14:13 

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the 

utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 

• I will sit enthroned on Mt. Zaphon – 14:13 

– An actual mountain 

– Supposedly where Baal and Anat lived 

– Supposed to be the place where the gods assembled 

• Babylon’s king aspired to be a god 

• He wound up in Sheol, place of the dead 

– WHAT A FALL! All due to pride! 
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The Mount of Assembly – 14:13 

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the 
utmost heights of the sacred mountain. 

• Literally -- I will sit enthroned on Mt. Zaphon – 
14:13 
– An actual mountain 

– Supposedly where Baal and Anat lived 

– Supposed to be the place where the gods assembled 

• Babylon’s king aspired to be a god 

• He wound up in Sheol, place of the dead 
– WHAT A FALL! All due to pride! 
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Question? 

• Have you seen any reference to Satan thus 
far? 

 

• Answer: No! 
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New American Standard 

"How you have fallen from heaven,  
O star of the morning, son of the dawn! NAU 

NIV 

How you have fallen from heaven,  
O morning star, son of the dawn! NIV 

KJV 

How art thou fallen from heaven,  
O Lucifer, son of the morning! KJV 

 

Version Comparison – 14:12a 
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Lucifer? 

• Jewish history 

– Not traditionally applied to Satan 

– First applied to Satan shortly Christ’s time by a 
Jewish group fascinated with angels 

– The Greek translation (Septuagint/LXX) done by 
the Jews uses a Greek word meaning “bringer of 
dawn” 
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Lucifer? 

• Early Church 
– Some church fathers thought it referred to Satan 

because of Luke 10:18 
– Jerome’s Vulgate translation (ca 400) 

• Translated the Hebrew word as “lucifer” 
• In Latin, lucifer meant “morning star” 

• Middle Ages 
– Bibles from that period (Geneva Bible, KJV) 

capitalized “Lucifer” as though it were a name 
– Popularized to refer to Satan by Dante’s Inferno and 

Milton’s Paradise Lost 
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Lucifer? 

• The word “lucifer” 

– Not a proper name 

– Merely a Latin word meaning morning star 

• The context of Isaiah 14 

– The King of Babylon is the one who fell 

– His fall was from Mt. Zaphon (home of Baal) to 
Sheol (place of the dead) 

– Satan is nowhere in the context 
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Babylon & Assyria – 13:1 – 14:27 

• The King’s Final Disgrace – 14:16-21 

– What he was 

• He shook the earth and made kingdoms tremble 

• Overthrew cities and would not let captives go hom 

– What he is 

• A rejected branch 

• An unburied corpse 

• His sons will not follow after him 
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Babylon & Assyria – 13:1 – 14:27 

• Babylon’s Complete Destruction – 14:22-23 

• Removing the Assyrian Yoke – 14:24-27 
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The King of Babylon 

BEFORE 
• Oppressor 

• Ruler 

• Aggressor 

• Pomp 

• Morning Star 

• Highest Position 

• Shook the earth 
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AFTER 
• Weak 

• Maggots 

• Fallen Star 

• Like others in Death 

• A rejected branch 

• An unburied corpse 
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Why the King of Babylon Fell 

• An oppressor – 14:4 

• Relentless aggression – 14:6 

• Worldly and unbridled ambition – 14:13-14 

• Overthrew cities and would not let captives return – 
14:17 

• Destroyed his own land and killed his own people – 
14:20 
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Judah: Misplaced Priorities 
22:1-25 

• 22:1-14 Oracle concerning the Valley of 
Vision 
– Hezekiah has joined revolt against Assyria 

– Sennacherib and Rabshakeh 
• Invaded Judah 

• Captured 46 walled cities 

• Surrounded Jerusalem 

• Left for Egypt 

– Assyria defeated Egypt and Rabshakeh would 
return to Jerusalem 
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Judah – 22:1-25 

• They were having a party – 22:1 

• There was no reason to be happy – 22:2-3 

– They were cowards, fleeing while the enemy was 
far away 

• Isaiah wept because he knew Assyria would 
return – 22:4 
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Judah – 22:1-25 

• 22:5-8a The Day of the Lord comes for Judah 

• 22:8b-11 The Problem of Misplaced Trust 

– Stockpiled weapons – 22:8b; 2 Chron 32:5 

– Repaired breaches in walls – 22:9a; 2 Chron 32:5 

– Ensured water supply – 22:9b; 2 Chron 32:3-4 

– Destroyed homes near walls – 22:10 

– Built reservoir in city – 22:11a 
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Judah 22:1-25 

• All prudent things to do. So what’s the 
problem? 

– They looked to the weapons and defenses – v8 

– They did not look to God – v11 

– They had a vision problem 
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Judah – 22:1-25 

• He created people for his glory – 43:7 

• We were chosen to be for the praise of his 
glory – Eph 1:11-12 

• God is in control of history. He’s working to 
fulfill his plan that people be like him. 

62 

“but you did not look to the One who made it, or have 
regard for the One who planned it long ago” – v11b 

WHAT is God’s plan? 
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Judah – 22:1-25 

• 22:12-14 Inappropriate response to a crisis 

– They needed to weep and mourn (lament) 

– They were partying 

– Their sin would not be atoned for 

• Not because God would not atone for it (see 1:18) 

• Because they would not come to God (same problem 
we’ll see Moab having) 
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Shebna and Eliakim – 22:15-25 

• What’s this unusual story about? 

– Like a parable, but real life 

– Judah should see themselves in Shebna 

• 22:15-19 Shebna will lose his position 

– A steward in charge of the palace 

– A very powerful position (prime minister?) 

– In the middle of a crisis, he’s carving out the 
finest tomb for himself 
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Shebna and Eliakim – 22:15-25 

• 22:20-24 Eliakim to replace Shebna 

– Eliakim was God’s servant – that is what God is 
trying to make Judah 

• He is faithful 

• He is not self-serving but a father to those in 
Jerusalem 

• He will have the keys to the kingdom 

• 22:25 Eliakim will fall 

– Don’t put your trust in man, but in God 
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Moab: Pride before Salvation 
15:1 – 16:14 

• LAMENT over Moab – 15:1-9 

– Moab’s Crisis – 15:1 

– Moab’s Grief – 15:2-4 

– God’s Grief over Moab – 15:5-9 

• Consistent with the New Testament picture of God 

• God’s will is not to judge, but to save 

• However, he allows people to exercise their own will 
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Moab: Pride before Salvation 
15:1 – 16:14 

• RESPONSE to the Lament – 16:1-14 
– Moab’s Plea for Mercy – 16:1-4b 

• Seems to be from a high level cabinet meeting 

• #1 – we need immediate advice and a decision 

• #2 – people in the burning sun need a shadow 

• #3 – please admit, hide, & do not extradite refugees 

• #4 – give refugees political asylum 

– Isaiah’s answer – 16:4c-5 
• True sanctuary and security in following the house of 

David, a throne like no other 
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Moab: Pride before Salvation 
15:1 – 16:14 

• The Fall of Moab’s Proud Vines – 16:6-12 

– Moab rejects the terms – 16:6-8 

– God’s grief over Moab – 16:9-12 

• Within 3 Years 

73 



Principles from Moab 

• God understands what is happening in each 
nation 

• God weeps with those who weep, even when 
a nation has left him no alternative but 
judgment 

• God warns people to encourage them to 
repentance 

• God’s heart is touched by every nation on 
earth (is ours?) 
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Assignment for This Week 

Read Isaiah 24 – 27 
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